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APPENDIX 1

Quality Criteria Assessment (To Assist Criteria Scoring)

The following table provides examples or visions of the level of quality that would be
required in order to obtain an excellent/exceptional score. The individual vision can
therefore be used to gage a score against and help to ensure a transparent and
consistent approach is applied to qualitative assessments across the borough. It
must be noted that all elements of the vision may not be appropriate to all spaces
e.g. a small informal play area that does not have bins or a mix of planting should not
be marked down because these facilities may not be appropriate given its scale.
Scores should therefore be relative to the scale of the space being assessed.

A WELCOMING PLACE
1. Welcoming
Upon approaching - An inviting space the first impression of which is clean and tidy with a
perceived high level of safety and security.
2. Good & Safe Access
An entrance of an appropriate size which is easy to find and clearly marked
3. Signage
Clear, meaningful signage which is appropriately placed and free from vandalism
4. Equal Access for All
The space can be accessed safely and freely by people of all ages and abilities
HEALTHY, SAFE AND SECURE
5. Safe Equipment and Facilities
Equipped play facilities are in good working order and can be operated safely without
endangering the user or others
6. Personal Security
Good sense of feeling secure achieved through the space being open/supervised, well
maintained and free from vandalism, well lit etc
7. Dog Fouling
No evidence of dog fouling and an appropriate quantity of dog litter bins and signage.
8. Appropriate provision of facilities
Good range of facilities appropriate to the scale of the space. Appropriate number and type
of seating, lighting, toilets etc.
9. Quality of Facilities
Facilities well-maintained, clean, free from vandalism and in good working order
CLEAN AND WELL MAINTAINED
10. Litter and Waste Management
Space evidently clean and tidy with numerous bins and in good condition.
11. Grounds Maintenance and Horticulture
Numerous planting with an appropriate mix maintained to a good standard. Full grass cover
of a good colour and cleanly cut.
12. Building and Infrastructure Maintenance
Paths should be constructed from suitable materials, level with clearly defined edges and
free from weeds and potholes i.e. well maintained. Infrastructure should be well maintained,
safe to use and clean and tidy as to not distract from the visual appearance of the space.
13. Equipment Maintenance
Equipment is in good working order, well-maintained and free from vandalism and graffiti.
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Appendix 2 

Design Guidance Notes for Children’s Equipped Play Areas 

These guidelines apply to the three main types of children’s equipped play areas listed 
below; 

 The local area for play (LAP)
 The local equipped area for play (LEAP)
 The neighbourhood equipped area for play (NEAP).

All schemes need to be submitted to the authority for approval prior to any work starting on 
site. 

Specific Guidelines for the design of LAPs 
The LAP is designed to provide a small, safe, unsupervised, open space specifically 
designated for play activities for young children (3 to 5 year olds) close to where they live. 

The catchment area should be within 100m walking distance (60 metres straight line). 

The core space should be 100 square metres minimum.  A buffer zone of 5 metres minimum 
depth should normally separates the activity zone and the forward-most part of the nearest 
dwelling that faces the LAP.  Gable end or other exposed walls of properties should be 
protected from use for ball games. 

Specific Guidelines for the design of LEAPs 
The LEAP is designed to provide an unsupervised play area for children of early school age. 
It should primarily be equipped for accompanied children between 3 and 7 years of age but 
also include some play provision for supervised younger children and unsupervised older 
children. 

The catchment area should be within 400m walking distance (240 metres straight line). 

The core space should be 400 square metres minimum.  A buffer zone of 10 metres 
minimum depth should normally separate the activity zone and the boundary of the nearest 
property containing a dwelling.  A minimum of 20 metres should normally be provided 
between the activity zone and the habitable room façade of the nearest dwelling. Where 
these minimum distances apply, careful consideration needs to be given to: 

1. The design of any means of enclosure, planting scheme and/or other physical
features on the boundary of the residential property. 

2. The siting of features including equipment within the activity zone, to preclude
opportunities for overlooking nearby gardens or dwellings, potential loss of privacy 
and creation of nuisance. 

Specific Guidelines for the design of NEAPs 
The NEAP should be designed to provide an unsupervised recreational space, to serve a 
substantial residential development.  It should primarily be equipped for older children (7 – 
11 year olds) but also include some play provision for younger children and also sporting 
and socialising facilities for early teens. 



The catchment area should be within 1000m walking distance (600 metres straight line). 

The core space should be 1000 square metres minimum.  A buffer zone of 30 metres 
minimum depth should normally separate the activity zone and the boundary of the nearest 
property containing a dwelling.  Where these minimum distances apply, careful consideration 
needs to be given to: 

1. The design of any means of enclosure, planting scheme and/or other physical
features on the boundary of the residential property. 

2. The siting of equipment and features within the activity zone, to preclude
opportunities for overlooking nearby gardens and dwellings and potential loss of 
privacy and creation of nuisance. 

General Guidelines for the design of all Equipped Play Areas (LAPs/LEAPs/NEAPs) 
Consideration should be given to children with special needs.  The access to and around the 
site should cater for all abilities and disabilities and the equipment should provide play 
opportunities all under the scope and terms of the Disability Discrimination Act 2004.  These 
provisions must be clearly demonstrated in the design and description. 

A final Post-Installation Inspection Report (provided by a registered and certificated PRII 
inspector qualified to an “Annual” level) will be delivered and will form part of the Health & 
Safety File.  Compliance with BS EN 1176:2008 must be certified.  Non-compliance is not 
acceptable in any form.  If European equipment is TUV certified, it will also be BS EN 
1176:2008 certified.  Non-compliant equipment will be immediately removed from the site at 
the contractor’s expense and a suitable substitute agreed. 

Warranties shall be provided for all materials upon completion of the works.  They shall be 
named, signed and dated and include: 

 Concrete – 25 years
 HDPE Geomembrane – 5 years
 Paintwork/Galvanising – 5 years
 Safety Surface – 5 years
 Steel – 25 years
 Timber - 15 years

All equipment must be metal, galvanised and powder coated as appropriate and in full 
compliance with BS EN 1176/77:2008. 

All equipment shall have a coloured Ethylene Propylene Diene-Modified (EDPM) safety 
surface with pre-cast concrete edging surround. 

Beyond the EDPM safety surface – all equipment shall be surrounded by an asphalt 
concrete footway with minimum width of 250mm to accommodate for future hard/soft 
landscape maintenance and mowing. 

The play area shall be constructed with the surfacing laid to fall so that it drains to the 
surrounding landscaped area.  Any resulting differences in level between the play area and 
surrounding landscape shall be addressed with imported topsoil, graded to suit and grass 
seeded or turfed.  

The play area shall be fenced with a 1.2m high play area fence two number hydraulic self-
closing dog gates of the IAE type (opening outwards) with 90 degree bump post. 



The play area fence shall be installed within an asphalt concrete footway to accommodate 
future hard/soft landscape maintenance and mowing.  The footway must extend beyond the 
fence by 250mm.  The footway on the inside of the fence must have a minimum width of 
250mm and will form part of the wider play area hardstanding. 

Seating shall match that provided elsewhere within the park setting, or else provide green 
metal bench with a back and arm rests size and style to those on other Warrington 
Playgrounds.  Dimensions; 47” Height, 71” Length, 11” Seat Width (including legs and arms 
wider).  The benches shall be set with a seating height of 475mm.  If the benches cannot be 
accommodated within the play area surface they shall be sited on a 3 x 1.5m asphalt 
concrete base and set to one side to allow pushchair/wheelchair access.    

The contractor shall provide an enclosed bin of equal or approved similar those provided in 
other Warrington playgrounds. 

At least one number standard play area sign (as approved) shall be provided on two number 
galvanised steel posts. 

For reasons of safety the area should be of open aspect and overlooked from housing and 
so planting needs to combine this requirement with a pleasing horticultural environment. 

The perimeter and buffer zone should be planted with low shrubs and ground cover, chosen 
for their colour and form but obviously avoiding any thorny or poisonous species. 

Trees should be also incorporated within the planted area to provide additional shelter and 
amenity value, but without forming too dense a visual barrier. 

An area may be simply laid to grass. 

Landscaping plans shall be approved before execution. 
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Appendix 4: Summary of the scores of the 
Quality Assessments for the equipped play 
areas
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