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Peat is the accumulation of dead organic matter that does
not fully decompose due to waterlogged conditions.
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How peat is formed s e 10cm of new peat formed.
When the ice melted after the last Ice Age a series nf shallﬂw Raised peat bogs can be up to

12 metres deep. The peat
depth at Risley varies between
2 and 5 metres, as the top 3
metres were cut away by peat

extraction. 1cm of new peat formed.
Bogs that form in upland areas

like Scotland or the Peak District
are known as blanket bogs.

lakes were exposed, scooped out on the underlying clay. These
pools were colonised by rushes and sedges. As the vegetation
grew and died back, fen peat began to form. 2500 years ago
the climate became much wetter. Sphagnum moss began to
flourish on the fen peat. As the layers of moss grew and died
back in the water-logged, de-oxygenated conditions a mound
began to form, thus creating a lowland raised peat bog. These

Fourth phase of rewetting and
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Cooler, wetter climate sets in.
Trees die back, sphagnum
flourishes. Formation of
raised peat bog begins.

The Importance of Peat Bogs

Peat bogs are a unique habitat in which many rare plants and animals can be found. Eet: Bocomes-chokad R

swampy vegetation. Alders

Peat bogs cover 3% of the world's surface, but store twice as much carbon as all the hirivE iR aben ponds:

world's forest combined. This carbon is released into the atmosphere when the bog

is damaged. Shallow lakes become fen,

with sedges and reeds.

Peat bogs are threatened throughout the world by destruction through agriculture,
horticulture, forestry, fuel and other commercial developments.

@ 94% of the UK's lowland peat bogs have been destroyed or damaged. Most of this
has occurred in the last 50 years since peat-digging has been mechanised.

@ England still consumes the equivalent of 24 million wheelbarrows full of peat, mostly

on its gardens, even though a host of adequate substitutes exist.

Hollows fill with water
forming shallow lakes.

DEFRA (Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) has an ambition to
reduce peat use to zero in the UK by 2030, which includes phasing out peat based

compost by 2020.
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Ice retreats leaving series of
hollows in underlying clay.




